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(Abstract)

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the changes in sense of community of adolescents in
Busan and to analyze the factors affecting them. Method: Among the data from the 1st to Sth years of the
BELS, 2,258 middle and high school students were used to analyze the potential growth model. Results: First,
by unconditionally analyzing the model, a piecewise growth model was estimated as the most suitable model by
applying the no-growth, linear, quadratic, and piecewise growth models, respectively. As of the time of the third
grade of middle school, the sense of community did not change significantly in middle school but gradually
decreased in high school. On one hand, the variance of the rate of change in the initial period, middle and
high school periods was all statistically significant, confirming that individual differences in sense of community
existed. Second, a conditional model was applied to analyze the factors influencing the change in adolescents'
sense of community. Compared to female students, male students and the higher level of self-esteem and
academic achievement, the higher the initial status of sense of community. In addition, the closer the
relationship with parents, the higher the rate of increase in sense of community in middle school, and the
better the friendship and teacher relationship, the higher the initial status of sense of community. Conclusion:
As a key competency of the future society, efforts are needed to foster youth's sense of community, and various
educational experiences and customized strategies are needed considering the developmental characteristics and
educational environment of youth. Based on the analysis results, systematic support measures and implications for
improving adolescents' sense of community were suggested.
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