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<Abstract>

An Etymological Study of Busan Gupo

Lee, Geun-Yeol

The purpose of this study is to newly indicate the place name about Gupo(4fiiifi)
interpreted as various etymologies, Gapuge, Gutge, Geobukge etc. Gupo is named
different place names, or Gamdongpo, Gubeoppo, Gubokpo and so on. It has the
castle of Silla Uiseong(%}k), and stands on the place where a great river,
Teokcheon, joins the Nakdong-river. Because it has been the habitat keeping a lot
of residence since the ancient times, and was the site headed for Dongre and
Yangsan, Gupo was considered important militarily and culturally.

If it is interpreted by the sound of Chinese characters simply, Gupo can be
explained neither as various place names nor as the interrelationship of place names
and natural and artificial objects on earth concerned.

After using a variety of information on the place name and interpreting it, I
suppose that Deokcheon may be a great river, Uiseong, a castle of Silla, be a big
castle standing at Deokcheon, Gubeoppo and Gamdongpo be a ferry where a great
river is separated.

We can see that 2-syllable Gupo may be changed from Gubeoppo, but, at the
same time, see that Gupo may be changed from Epo, meaning ‘Two river join
together’, and then might be named Geobok. In this way, we can suppose that
Gubeoppo, Gamdongpo, and Gupo are a wide ferry located at the place where two

rivers join, or are separated.

* Key Words: Busan Place Names, Gupo, Gubeoppo, Gamdongpo, Geobukge
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