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Abstract

Participation in Organizational Activities and
Perception Change of Unwed Single Mothers

Sohn, Seong Young
(Professor in Gender Studies, Dongduk Women’s University)

This study aims to examine how the organizational activities
influence the attitudes and action capabilities of unwed mothers. I
conducted in-depth interviews of 15 unwed mothers raising their own
children. The action of bearing child by unmarried woman is still seen
to pose severe challenges against normative family ideology of Korea.
None of them receive any financial support from father of the child.
Participation in the group activities has provided with them a sense of
belonging in a ‘semi-familial community.” First, change in their
perceptions towards criticisms directed against themselves on moral
grounds transformed them from ‘intimidated mom’ to ‘proud mom.’
Second, they promote future-oriented programs so that their children
will not be discriminated against just because they live with an unwed
mother. Third, they formed gender-sensitive perspectives through
special lectures and programs, and started to criticize the perceived
lack of options for single moms but to give up their children for
adoption. Fourth, they demanded that the government establish
effective welfare programs for unwed mothers raising own child. The
participation in organizational activities enabled unwed mothers to
reflect on their life in more gender-sensitive perspectives and enhanced
their independent capabilities.
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