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The Study of Yan Geling’s Works about Diaspora
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Abstract

The works of Chinese—American writer Yan Geling draw attention from the
literary study in China. After the real diasporic experience, she created
numerous fantastic works of diaspora writing. Due to her own profound
experience of diaspora, the content of her works after this experience were
always about “The Stories of Diasporas” . She expressed her reflection to
diaspora and her humanistic care to the group of diaspora existence through
her fictions. As a Chinese foreign student, and also experiencing two
different cultures from two different countries as well, the features of
diaspora on Yan Geling herself and the character in her fictions are always
reflected on my life experience. Therefore, Yan Geling’ s fictions arouse my
interest. I started to explore the psychological characteristics of the
fiction characters. I was impressed by thinking of the protagonist in Yan
Geling’ s fiction which had been written when Yan looked back to her home
country after the diaspora. According to my opinion, studying Yan

Gelling’ s works and the characters in her fictions from the perspective of
diaspora, has a great significance for reference to the reflections on the

nature of life.

Based on my own experiences and the relevant text reading, I applied the
postcolonial theory and psychoanalysis analytical methods to study on Yan
Geling' s diaspora writing. Chapter One included the overview of diaspora
concept and the features of diasporic writing. This paper takes a broad
definition of diaspora. The people who directly or indirectly experience
two different cultures are classified into the diaspora group. Therefore,
Yan Geling s works are diasporic writing. With the conclusions of the
previous studies, I pointed out the gap and the insufficiency of the
existing research and presented the basic thoughts of my research. In
Chapter two, the diasporaers in Yan Geling’ s works are divided into three
categories. I am always concerned with the living condition and
psychological characteristics of these diasporaers and I tried to explore
the reasons which put them under the certain living condition. Chapter

three described the sense of cultural identity of the diasporaers in Yan



Geling’ s works, hoping to find the cause and the solution of the identity
crisis. Chapter four presents the characters’ particular attractive
personalities in Yan Geling’ s fiction. According to Yan Geling’ s profound

experience, | discussed the thinking of the characters in her works.

Keywords: Yan Geling; Diaspora; Identity; Freedom; Reverence toward Life
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