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The Place of Hong Kong Represented in Tao-Ran(##s) Novel
Focused on "4 Scale(F7F)

Song, Ju-Ran(Pusan National University)
heeya5280@hanmail net

Hong Kong is one of the representative cities that changed from a meaningless place to
a meaningful one through citizenization policy implemented by Britain. While it could not
form a single community before colonization, Hong Kong gradually developed into a sin-
gle, distinct community as immigrants from China as well as from the West, including
Britain, came into the city. Through this process, Hong Kong transformed into a unique
place with local impacts, characterized by politics, economy, culture, and the society that
are relatively heterogeneous compared to China. Such characteristics of Hong Kong can be
found in Hong Kong literature as well. Hong Kong writer, Tao-Ran, is especially charac-
teristic of writing his prose and novels about the local significance of Hong Kong through
the reminiscence and recollection of his past.

Tao-Ran came from China, who is classified as a migrant writer in the Hong Kong
literature. This reveals Tao-Ran’s multiple positional identity and physical marginality. He
was forced to live in Hong Kong by external pressure. Thus, for Tao-Ran, Hong Kong was
merely a place for his temporary stay. However, he gradually imparted meaning to Hong
Kong as a distinct place, and he shows this development of sense of space through his
writings. Now, for Tao-Ran, Hong Kong is perceived as a space in which he goes about his
daily life and to which he must go back some day. Furthermore, Tao-Ran starts to have a
yearning for Indonesia and Beijing that are located in the vast space beyond the stable city,
Hong Kong, This study attempted to specifically shed light on this phenomenon through

Tao-Ran’s prose and novels and to consider the local meaning of Hong Kong that
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Tao-Ran experienced.

Key Words : Hong Kong, Tao-Ran, Hong Kong literature, Space, Place
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