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<Abstract>

Patterns of Transformation in the Spatiality of

Nature in Sijo
-Centered on Otto Friedrich Bollnow’s Spatial Theory-

Jung, Jae-Hwan (Pusan National University)

This study examines the transformations in the spatiality of nature from early Sijo
to Enlightenment-period Sijo, based on Otto Friedrich Bollnow’s theory of space.
Bollnow distinguished space into a “narrow sphere” and a “wide sphere,” explaining
them in relation to human life. He argued that in the search for self-identity, human
beings move out of the “narrow sphere” into the “wide sphere,” and then return again
to the “narrow sphere”. He explained that such a return takes place because human
beings ultimately achieve self-identity and find a sense of security within the “narrow
sphere”. Then, he defined the “narrow sphere,” where human beings realize their
self-identity and feel a sense of stability, as “house”.

Such spatial configurations of nature in sijo became even more varied during the
late Joseon period. This was attributable to the emergence of gagaek and the internal
differentiation within the literati class. As the late Joseon period progressed, the literati
split into two groups: the gyeonghwa sajok and the hyangchon sajok. The hyangchon
sajok concepted nature as a conceptual space and, much like the early Joseon literati,
continued to spatialize it as a form of “house.”, In contrast, the gyeonghwa sajok
perceived nature as a space of realistic pleasure, causing it to drift away from the
notion of “house.”, or completely lost its spatial character as ‘house'. This spatial
conception of nature observed in the gyeonghwa sajok’s sijo also appeared in the sijo
composed by gagaek.

In the Enlightenment period, the spatiality of nature in Sijo went through yet
another change under Japanese colonial rule. In the situation where the nation as
“house” had become unfamiliar under Japanese colonial rule, the group engaged with
Sijo sought to re-recognize the lost “home” through nature. The reason why the Sijo
group of the Enlightenment period emphasized the re-recognition of the nation’s land
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was that they regarded the perception of the land as directly connected to the
perception of ethnic identity. Therefore, the nature in Enlightenment-period Sijo can

be understood as a space explored for the recovery of ethnic identity, which can be

seen as having been spatialized into what Bollnow calls the “wide sphere”.

Keywords : Otto Friedrich Bollnow, space, narrow sphere, wide sphere, house, Sijo
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