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<Abstract=>

A study on the collective bargaining system of foreign seafarers

aboard a Oceangoing ship

Yun, Hyen No

Korea, which used to send people to foreign jobs for economic development in the past, has
now transformed into a country that transmits foreign workers not only to achieve economic
development but also to supply and demand the labor force in a timely manner due to the

transformation of the industrial structure.

Currently, foreign workers are employed in various industries, and foreign workers are also
boarding as sailors in the Korean shipping industry. Currently, the proportion of foreign sailors
among the crew members on the Korean nationality vessel is approaching 70%, and the
proportion is expected to increase further due to changes in the demographic structure due to

low birth rate and aging population.

On the other hand, the shipping industry, which has traditionally been exposed to international
competition, has received policy support from each country for its growth, but this support has
been limited as global trade has liberalized. In addition, shipping companies in advanced maritime
countries began to save labor costs and taxes by placing ships in a third country rather than their
own country as tax rises due to rising labor costs for sailors and changes in national policy.
Various policies were introduced to persuade these shipping companies, and Korea introduced the
“international ship registration system” to reduce crew costs and ease the burden of taxes by

easing the employment of foreign sailors.
At this time, the government established a structure in which the size and working conditions
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of hiring foreign seafarers were approved by the government in accordance with the agreement of
the shipowner's organization and the Korean Marine Workers' Union, where problems arise with

the basic labor rights of foreign seafarers.

On the surface, there seems to be no problem because the Seafarers' Trade Union Association
is specified as the subject of collective bargaining by industry, but first of all, there is a formal
limit to receiving direct authorization from individual workers to exercise the right to collective
bargaining because its members are members of the labor union rather than individual workers.
In addition, it was also possible to confirm the problem that a collective agreement with
discriminatory provisions from Korean sailors was signed without renewal for a considerable period
of time without actually joining the labor union, which is a member of the Seafarers Trade

Union Association.

Ships navigating the sea, especially ships registered on current international ships, are ships
that operate only between domestic, foreign, and foreign ports, not between domestic ports, so in
the case of foreign sailors on board the ship, the home of their lives is not domestic, that is,
assuming that domestic and foreign sailors provide work and receive wages in a third area (ship)
outside of Korea, the purpose of guaranteeing the working conditions of the foreign sailors in
their home country according to vulgarism rather than vulgarism can be a harmonious alternative
to both industrial development and the resulting job creation. Since this harmonious purpose
should be avoided at the expense of either party, it is necessary to reorganize the relevant system

so that even foreign sailors can reflect their intentions in determining their working conditions.

Keywords : Foreign seafarer, International ship, Basic labor rights, the right to collective

bargaining, the elimination of discrimination
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