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{Abstract)

Critical Review on the Survey of Murayama Jijun (FhLZ5IE)
upon Divination of Joseon (#A#f5 |M)

Kim, Man-Tae

Chousen no senboku to yogen &L b ¢S (The Divination and
Prognostication of Joseon) (1933) reported by Murayama Jijun (F1L/EE) from
the survey on folk faith of Joseon entrusted by the Japanese Imperialism
holds the very important position in the history of studies on the divination in
Korea in that it collected vast amount of data of folk customs associated with
the divination in Joseon till the early 1930s.

However, in this report, there are problems which exaggerated, distorted,
or omitted the realities due to its indirect approaches viewed the subjects with
eyes of the Imperialistic ideologies, And there have been no critical reviews
upon such issues so far while the works of Murayama Jijun have been simply
referred to by many researchers examined the divination in Korea without
filtration,

Even though the custom of divination wasn't limited within Joseon but was
human's universal culture all time from the West to the East, Murayama was
devoted to conveying the intention of justifying Japan's colonization by
highlighting low—level and primitive features of Joseon's divination arbitrarily
from the imperialistic perspective and distorting Joseon people to
heteronomous and passive ones,

Therefore this study examined the significance of the works of Murayama
Jijun by demarcating the extent of his works in respects of the collection,

compilation, classification, interpretation, and exploitation of the survey data,
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