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{Abstract)

Japanese Pirates on the Eastern Shore and
the Soda Family of Tsushima

Jeong, Yeong-Hyeon

After its appearance on the Goryeo Dynasty in the fourteenth century,
Waegu, Japanese Pirates, had started to pillage the eastern region of the
Korean peninsula along the eastern coast around 1380, This piracy could be
concerned with their activities to find new place to sack after crushing defeats
including the Battle of Jinpo and the Battle of Hwangsan,

In general, Japanese Pirates on the eastern shore had departed from
Tsushima and moved inland establishing bridgeheads on Yeonghae—bu and
Chuksando along the coast, After they had landed on the coastal area, they
also plundered inland areas, such as Chungcheong, Gangwon, and Gyeonggi,
crossing the mountains and, probably, using Postal Station Roads, organized
during the Goryeo Dynasty. Contemporarily, the pirates also established a
base for piracy on Ulleung Island for a while,

Around the time when Japanese Pirate raged on the eastern shore,
Disguised Waegu (Japanese Pirates) came to the front as well, Interestingly,
these disguised pirates were not belonged to Waegu, thereby being understood
as an independent group organized separately from Waegu,

In 1396, Waegu had attacked the eastern coastal area of Joseon, They were
forced to yield since Joseon’s troops were about to overpower them, The boss
of pirates was Nagaon,

Nagaon was Soda Saemontaro, an influential person in the Tsushima,
Compared to that of Nagaon in 1396, piracy on the eastern shore in the 1380s
would have been committed by a group, whose leader at that time was the

young Soda Saemontaro, Soda’s piracy has not yet been revealed, even though
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he has been named as a leader of Waegu, However, it turns out that those

being committed during the later fourteenth century were led by him,

* Key Words: Wako, Japanese Pirates, East Sea, Chuksando, Soda Family
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