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| Abstract |

A Standardized Portrait
— A Manifestation of Community Spirit and a Process of Emotional
Homonization

Cho, Eun-Jung

A portrait of an ancient sage found in public places suggests a
particular look of the personage even though it was produced without
viewing the real person. It is called a standardized portrait supported by
Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism Instructions No. 178,
which is also known as “Portrait and Statue Regulations.” According to
the instruction, a standardized portrait is defined as “a portrait that is
produced through deliberation of the Portrait and Statue Regulations
Committee and designated as a government standard portrait by the
Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism.” This system began in 1973.
The president at that time instructed to standardize existing portraits of
Admiral Yi Sun-shin on Yi’s birthday, April 28", and the prime minister
announced a deliberation procedure to designate a standardized statue or
aportrait on May 8". Initiating construction of a statue of Yi, the
government officialized as tandardized portrait of Yi and has reproduced
and distributed it for public needs.

This demonstrates how the government has occupied the power to
determine who to be respected. It was usually a private admirer or a
group of admirers who initiated production of a portrait. This tradition,
however, has ceased because the government insists that community
spirit is reinforced by sharing the same historic figures through their
standardized images. By doing so, the government not only reserves
absolute authority to select a historic figure, but also unifies and controls



people’s emotion by limiting the object of respect.

To be presented in a public place, a portrait should possess either
public implications of the subject or at least its own artistic value. There
are important historic figures whose standardized portrait has never been
appointed. For instance, Jeon Bong-jun (1855-1895) is one of Korean
people’s popular heroes; however, there is neither a standardized portrait
nor an official portrait of him. Instead, there are a number of his portraits
that have been created through various artists’ interpretations and
imaginations. This implies that the standardized portrait system, on one
hand, directs people to stay away from utilization of expressive works of
art to interact with their own history and historic figures.

The government’s ambition for homonization of Korean society by
emphasizing the lineage has to be reconsidered in the 21%century which
no longer goes with traditional pure blood custom. It is time to discuss
about what the governments hould do, instead of reiterating the shared
historic experiences of the society, to strengthen people’s social
connectedness in this new era. In fact, the idea of standardized portrait
originates from the tradition that a king or ameritorious retainer in an
ancient society has produced and remained a portrait in a way to reward
their patriotism. This underlying idea of standardized portrait reveals the
government’s intention to conserve their power over people by
following the tradition from the previous monarchy.

Designation of a standardized portrait inherently involves certain
questions like who should be represented or how close the depiction is
to the subject. In reality, regarding the depiction, the criteria have to be
negotiated with the artistic style of the period and the perspectives of a
deliberator and an ordering body. However, there are more fundamental
guestions emerged. First, when a portrait from the past is designated as a
standardized portrait, what aspects or elements of the work should be
considered to meet the present-day idea of “standard”? For instance, the
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designated portrait might be a work which naively delivers the painter’s
own bias toward a particular ideology of beauty, certain interpretations
of the subject, or limited view of the era; and any of them may not
properly satisfy the idea of “standard.” Second, what is the boundary
between individual and public rights surrounding a portrait? The
systematic designation of a standardized portrait ultimately aims for
reproduction and distribution of the work. A portrait that was created in
the past has a clear function that it is a visual representation of the
subject. However, a portrait that is produced in the present time is
generally acknowledged as a work of art, which inevitably involves a
copyright issue. In other words, there is a conflict between the right of
an artist and the public function of the work as a government standard
portrait. Lastly, the autonomy of art is also questionable for a new
production of a standardized portrait because an authoritative committee
takes a role in the deliberation and designation process.

Key Words: Standardized Portait, Community Spirit, Picture of National
Records, Statue, Copyright
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