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3}l oHizte] EAYA FA(2016 AA 2, 25% ME A5

= 1981 1981- 1991- 2001- 2006- 2011- =
bl old 1990 2000 2005 2010 2016 A
;‘j 56,670 | 50,885 | 148,960 | 140,605 | 123,125 | 129,015 | 649,260
k=2
3% 47,840 | 56,275 | 88,850 6,120 4,885 4,975 | 208,935
v}zl Q. 1,480 1,500 2,240 185 185 155 5,750
Efo]k | 4,785 6,810 31,635 7,940 8,395 4,310 63,770
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5) Statistics Canada, “Immigrant population by place of birth, period of
immigration, 2016 Census - 25% Sample data.” ©]3} 7yt <15t} &
a9 2% SA= MUt dUEAH(EH 1A httpsy/www.statcan.ge.ca)
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ek, I oM Bl EERY/AL) )i S (Mandarin) 641,10078(48.53%),
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6) Statistics Canada, “Ethnic Origin, both sexes, age (total), Canada, 2016
Census - 25% Sample data.” iUt 50 F712 AFAAN2E HAAS=
g, 2016138 AlA 22 FF EFo|A 3902 Chinese®t Taiwanese ZA F
HRE FE5H Aok

7) Statistics Canada, “Citizenship (5), Place of Birth (272), 2016 Census -
25% Sample Data.” 71E} A|HoA ST s}l FAVF HERE A =0
SotA 5ol siutt 24 91 kg 3 o] FAY dAl A9
ool “shel olnAe] F4A BAY WA FAL okt Aot k. ol
o] 27 250 AEA TAW FANE A8H7) WEe) o= R,

8) Statistics Canada, “Language Spoken at Home (263), Single and
Multiple Responses of Language Spoken at Home (3), Mother Tongue
(269).”
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10) O]’BL BAo] #3 MEd Hrie F2 MEEQ2014)S I} Paul Yee,

Saltwater City: An Illustrated History of the Chinese in Vancouver,

Vancouver: Douglas and Meclntyre, 1988, 52-53, 55Z:° & ¢ AA|gk A
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ol tt. 1 ¢ Karen Cho, “In the Shadow of Gold Mountain”,
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11) o]’ A& - JAE FAHSR 3 x7] 8Rle] £ S50 A3 MEs 5
95(2010), ZEEF5(2011) 2 BUERQ010)S gt
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[Abstract]

Capturing a New Form of

Transnational Migration:

Characteristics and Significance of Short Stories

from Chinese Canadian Writers Association

KIM Hyejoon

Since its establishment in 1987, Chinese Canadian Writers’
Association (CCWA) has been promoting the development of
Chinese Canadian’s Chinese-language literature through various
activities such as publishing anthologies, despite economic pressures
and other difficulties.

CCWA'’s collections do not carry a large quantity of short stories.
Despite their rather small number, themes and styles of the stories
vary greatly. The variety derives from the writers’ diverse
background, which include mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
the Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam, and others, as well as due to
their dissimilar writing career and life trajectories. In addition, the
variety reflects Canada’s inclusive policies and social atmosphere
toward ethnic minorities.

Most of the CCWA writers are first generation immigrants, and

many of the short stories directly or indirectly reflect the writers’
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experiences upon their arrival in the new area. Most stories are
set in Canada, and in many cases, they engage with the lives of
immigrants. In particular, many of them take a closer look at the
phenomena of “KZEAFKHE", or the astronaut families. The stories
tend to revolve around conflicts and within these families,
breakdowns, and the question of women’s self-reliance and
independence.

CCWA short stories reveal particularities of Chinese Canadian’s
Chinese-language literature. For example, many of these stories
feature the transformation of Chinese Canadians into “true”
Canadians, which reflects how, unlike overseas Chinese in other
areas, Chinese Canadians have become relatively well-adapted to
the hosting society. This theme of transformation is especially
salient among writers that immigrated to areas with less radical
differences from their places of departure, or those who have
already spent substantial amount of time in Canada.

Most importantly, CCWA short stories capture a new form of
transnational migration. Unlike past migrants who had little or no
hope of returning to their origin, many of the new migrants
mobilize more diverse resources while constantly moving between
their points of departure and destination, as well as numerous
stops in between. Many of the CCWA short stories portray these
migrants and their nomadic mindset, where they consider
nationality as a means rather than an end in itself.

CCWA short stories clearly show that overseas Chinese-language
literature is a minor literature vis-a-vis the English and French —
dominant Canadian mainstream literature. At the same time, it is
a minor literature vis-a-vis Chinese language — oriented Chinese

literature, such as those of mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong
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Kong. Given its positionality, overseas Chinese-language literature
has the potential to challenge mainstream literature and even
redefine the field of literature. Above all things, it may shed a
different light on the field of world literature as part of the newly

shaping transnational migrant literature.

Key words: CCWA, Chinese Canadian Writers’ Association, Chinese
Canadian’s  Chinese-language literature, overseas

Chinese-language literature, transnational migration
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